
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2019
PULL UP A CHAIR  SEXUALITY

Scripture Reading  Luke 6:41–46

FROM THE SERMON
I am suggesting that in Genesis 3 perspective, no one’s 
sexuality is innocent. Everyone’s sexuality is broken in ways 
known quite well to each of us in our own hearts. Everyone’s 
sexuality needs to be morally disciplined and ordered. 
Meanwhile, basic standards of Christian humility direct our 
attention to our own issues rather than those of others.

David P. Gushee, Changing Our Mind

One often hears voices in the church urging that the radi-
cal demands of Christian discipleship should not be pressed 
upon church members because the “loving” thing to do is 
to include everyone without imposing harsh demands – for 
example, disciplines of economic sharing or sexual fidelity. 
Indeed love is sometimes invoked even to sanction sexual 
relations outside marriage or the use of violence. Surely in 
such cases the term has been emptied of its meaning. The 
biblical story teaches us that God’s love cannot be reduced 
to “inclusiveness”: authentic love calls us to repentance, dis-
cipline, sacrifice, and transformation. 

Richard B. Hays, The Moral Vision of the New Testament

Are we to be welcoming of all people? Absolutely! Are we 
to affirm all belief systems and behaviors of all who break 
bread with us? Absolutely not. If God doesn’t affirm all hu-
man behavior, then neither can his ecclesia. However, we 
need to be clear that Jesus and his way must take priority. 

https://www.amazon.com/Changing-Our-Mind-David-Gushee/dp/1939880769
https://www.amazon.com/Moral-Vision-New-Testament-Contemporary/dp/006063796X


And remember, he is not the standard religious kind of guy. 
He’s unlikely to simply agree with you no matter where you 
stand on these matters. 

Debra Hirsch, Redeeming Sex

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR THIS SERIES
Earlier this year, Oak Hillian Michael Zacharia, Co-Director 
of Faith-Based Diplomacy Project and adjunct professor at 
Pepperdine University Law School, gave a talk on difficult 
conversations. This great resource has been made available. 
View his talk here. Access the worksheets for the talk here.

ADDITIONAL READING
A Fellowship of Differents, Scot McKnight

Kingdom Conspiracy, Scot McKnight

The Church of Us Versus Them, David Fitch

Glittering Vices, Rebeccas Konyndyk DeYoung

Christians in the Age of Outrage, Ed Stetzer

Every Step An Arrival, Eugene Peterson

Uncommon Decency, Richard Mouw

https://www.amazon.com/Redeeming-Sex-Conversations-Spirituality-Partnership/dp/083083639X
https://vimeo.com/gmuncy/review/338392813/83845b9e83
http://oakhills.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Difficult-Conversations-Worksheets.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Fellowship-Differents-Showing-Design-Together/dp/0310531470/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Kingdom-Conspiracy-Returning-Radical-Mission/dp/0801097851
https://www.amazon.com/Church-Us-vs-Them-Freedom/dp/1587434148
https://www.amazon.com/Glittering-Vices-Seven-Deadly-Remedies/dp/1587432323
https://www.amazon.com/Christians-Age-Outrage-Bring-World/dp/1496433629/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Every-Step-Arrival-Devotional-Exploring/dp/1529319315/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Uncommon-Decency-Christian-Civility-Uncivil/dp/0830833099

